


























R. 

















ied at Tia — — 
THE 
WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
For MONDAY, April 17, 1797. 
OBSERVATIONS on LOTTERIES and LOTTERY 
: INSURANCES. 
i R. COLQUHOUN, in his excellent Treatife on the 
Police of the Metropolis, has a chapter, in which, after 
enumerating the various offences of forgery, cheating, {wind- 
; ling, and gambling, he expatiates on the pernicious effects of 


fraudulent lottery infurers, and propofes fome remedies. He 
places feveral faéts in a moft alarming point of view, and 
elucidates them by obfervations of the moft interefting na- 
: ture. 

c Ff Mr. Colquhoun firft mentions “* A clafs of fharpers, who 
take lottery infurances,”’ where gambling, among the higher 
and middling ranks, is carried on to an extent which excceds 


oe * all credibility, producing confequences to many private fami 
; lies, of great worth and refpectability, of the moft diltrefling 
‘ nature; and implicating, in this mifery, the innocent and 
; amiable branches of fuch families, whofe fufferings, arifing 


from this fource, while they claim the tear of pity, would re« 
quire many volumes torecount; but filence and fhame throws 
a veil over the calamity, while urged by the hopes of retrieving 
lofles or acquiring property, in an eafy way, the evil goes on, 
and feems to increale, in {pite of every guard which the legif+ 
lature has wifely eftabliflicd. 

He next ftates, that there is “ a clafs,in general, of very 
depraved or diftrefled characters, who keep unlicenfed in- 
furance offices, during the drawing of the Englifh and Irith 
lotteries ;”” many of whom, during the intervals of fuch 

Vor, re. 49 & 2 ys lotteries, 
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302 THE 
lotteries, have recently invented and fet up private lotteries, or 
wheels, called /itt/e go’s, containing blanks and prizes, which 
are drawn for the purpofe of eftablifhing a ground for in- 
furance; by which the tever in the minds of the lower order 
of the people is kept up, in fome meatfure, all the year round, 
producing uncalculable mifchiefs, in as much as the rage and 
mania fo rooted, from habit and a fpirit of gaming, that no do- 
meftic preflure, and no confidcration, connected - either with 
the frauds that are practifed, or isa number of chances that 
are againft them, will operate 2s a check upon their minds, 
In ipite of the high price of provifions, and notwithfanding 
thepreilure univerfally felt by tie lower clafles of the people, 
and the care and attention of the legifla ature in eftablithing 
feverechecks and punifhments for the purpofe of preventing 
the evil of lottery infurances, thele criminal agents feel no 
want of cuftomers, fince it is plain that their houfes and offices 
are not only extremely numerous all over the metropolis, but 
in general high rented, arse the a 
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t 
and other contrivances, a5, In many inftances, to dz 
of the law to reach theak: 

In contemplating this intereRing circum fMance, with 2 dere 
to the difcovery of the caule of the great encoura 
which thefe lottery infurers receive from the lower orders 
of the community, fo as to enable them to fupport fuch a 
Certain and enormous expence in houfe rents, and other heavy 
difburfen cits, it would feem thata confiderable proportion of 
their emoluments is to be traced to menial fervan‘s in gencral, 
all over the metropolis ; but particularly to the pampered male 
and female domeftics in the houfes cf men of fatfhion and fore 
tune, who are faid, almoft without a fingle exception, to 
in the conftant habit of infuring in the Englifh and Irifh 
Joiteries 

The clats of menials being in many inftances clothed as 

as fed by their mafters, have not the fame preilure upon 
them as labourers and mechanics, who muft apprcpriate at 
Jeaft a part of their earnings to the purpofe of ot taini ing both 
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food and raiment. 
With a fpirit of gambling, rendered more ardent than pre- 
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impelled by a defire to recover what they have loft, and to raife 
money for that purpofe, they are induced to fell or pawn the 
property of their matters, wherever it can be pilfered in a little 
way, and fo as to elude deteAion, till at length this {pecies of 
peculation, by being rendered familiar to their minds, too often 
terminates in more atrocious crimes. 

Upon a fuppofition that one hundred thoufand families in 
the metropolis keep two fervants, upon an average, and that 
one fervant with another infures only to the extent of twenty- 
five fhillings each, inthe Englith, and the fame amount in the 
Irith lottery, the aggregate of the whole will amount to half a 
million fterling. 

It is eftimated that in the prefent extended and improved 
ftate of the metropolis, there are 162,000 inhabited houfes, 
fuppofed to contain about 240,000 famili es, including lodgers 
of every defcri ption, refidiog in nearly 8000 ftreets, lanes, 


o 





alleys > Courts, and { fq UwareS. 

Aitonithing as this may appear at firft view, it is believed 
that thofe who will minutely examine into the lottery tranfac- 
tions of their fervants, will find the calculation by no means 
exaggerated 5 and when to this are added the {ums drawn from 
perions in the middle ranks of life, as well as from the nu- 
merous clafs of labourers, and artizans who have caught the 
mania; it ceafes to be a matter of wonder, that fo many 
fharpers, {windlersy and cheats find encouragement in this 
great metropolis, 

If fervants at large who are under the controul of mafters, 
were prevented from following this abominable {pecies of 
gambli ag, and if other expedients were adopted, a large pro- 
portion of the prefent race of rogves and va gabonds who 
icllow this infamous trade, would ‘be compelled to become 
honeft, and the poor would be fhiclded from the deluficn which 
impels them torefort to this deceitful and fraudulent expedient, 
at the expence fometimes of pledging every article of houfe- 
hold goods, as well as the laft rag “of their o1 wap and their 
chihiven’ S wearing apparel, not le aving even a fingle change of 
raiment ! 

This view of a very prominent and alarming evil, known 
to exift from a variety of facts well eftablifhed, and evinced 
amonz others by the pawn-broke:s’ thops overflowing with 
the goods of the labouring poor, during the drawing of the 
two lotteries, muft create a ftrong defire on the part of all 
matters of families who have fervants under their controul, 
to check this deftructive propenfity, fo as to prevent, as far as 
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poflible, thofe diftrefles and mifchiefs arifing from fraudulent 
infurances, which every perfon of humanity mult deplore ; 
fince the mifery and lofs of property which fprings from this 
delufive fource of iniquity, is certainly very far beyond any 
idea that can be formed of it by the common oblerver. 
In confequence of a very accurate enquiry which has been 
made, and of information derived from different fources, it 
would appear that fraudulent lottery infurances have not die 
minifhed. The offices are numerous all over the metropolis, 
are fuppofed to exceed 400 of all defcriptions, to many of 
which there are perions attuched, called Morocco men, who go 
about from houfe to houfe among their former cuftomers, and 
attend in the back parlours of public houles, where they are 
met by cuftomers who make infurances. It is calculated that 
at thefe offices (exclufive of what is done at the licenfed 
offices) infurances are made to the extent of eight hundred 
thoufand pounds, whic. receive in premiums during the Irith 
Lottery, and anove one million during the Englifh, upon which 
it iscalculated that they make from 15 to 25 per cent. profit. 
This infamous confederacy was eftimated during the Englifh 
Lottery of the year 1796, to fupport about 2000 agents 
and clerks, nearly 7500 Morocco men, including a confiders 
able number of ruffians and bludgeon men, who were paid by 
a general aflociation of the principal proprietors of thefe 
fraudulent eftablifhments, who regu!arly met in committee, 
in a well known public-houfe, in Oxford-market, twice or 
thrice a week, during the drawing of the lottery, for the pur 
pofe of concerting meafures to defeat the exertions of the 
magiftrates, by forcibly refifting the officers of juftice in all 
inftances where they could not be bribed by pecuniary gratui- 
ties; to effect which Jaft purpofe, neither money nor pains 
have heen fpared: The truth of which can be afcertained by 
inconteltible evidence, and it is much to be feared that too 
much fuccefs has attended thefe corrupt and fraudulent ex- 
pedients, which have been reforted to which an intention ‘to 
ccfeat the operation of the law. 

A general affociation, or perhaps an a&t of Parliament, ef- 
tablifhing certain regulations, applicable to this and other 
objects, with regard to menial fervants, would be of great ule 
to iocicty. 

if a l-giflative regulation could alfo be eftablifhed, extend- 
ing the fame fore of tri€tions to the members of the 
y focicties fituate withia the bills of mortality, 
with regard to fraudulent lottery infurances, above feventy 
thouland 
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thoufand families would be fhielded from this delufive mifchief, 
which, in its confequences, has been fo fatal to the happinefs 
and comfort of a vaft number of tradefmen and artifans, as 
well as inferior clailes of labourers. 

The regulation here alluded to, is this—that every member 
belonging to a friendly fociety, fhould be excluded or expelled, 
and deprived of all future benefits from the funds of that 
fociety, on proof of his having infured in any lottery whatfo- 
ever, contrary to law ;—and that this rule thould be general, 
wherever the acts of Parliament, relative to friendly focieties, 
have taken effc&. 

Such prohibitions and reftraints would have a wonderful 
effet in leflening the profits of the lottery-office keepers, 
which, perhaps, isthe very beit mode of fuppreffing the evil. 
At prefont, the temptation to follow up thefe fraudulent prac- 
tices is fo great, from the productive nature of the bufinefs, 
that unlefs fome new expedient is reforted to, no well grounded 
hope can be entertained, under the prefent fj ftem, of leflening 
the evil inany materia! degree. 

In addition therefore to what has been fuggefted as the 
means of preventing fraudulent infurances being made by 
menial fervants, and the more fober tradefmen, artifans, and 
labourers, who belong to the numerous friendly focicties ia and 
near the metropolis, orher expedients have occurred to the 
author, and fome have been fuggetted by perfons well informed 
on this fubjed. 

The lottery in itfelf, if the poorer claffes of the people 
could be fhielded from its mifchiefs, is certainly a fair reiource 
for revenue, in a country where {uch a confiderabie proportion 
of the higher and middling ranks of life are poflefled of large 
properties in money, which may induce them, through the 
medium of a lottery, to contribute to the afliftance of the 
ftate, what would (probably to the fame extent) be ctherwile 
{quandered and diffipated, if, by fuch expedients, the vices of 
the people were not taxed. 

Itis a means allo of drawing confiderable fums of moncy 
annually from foreign countries, which are laid out in the pur- 
chafe of tickets, beneficial to the nation. 

In many refpects, therefore, it might be defirable to preferve 
this fource of revenue, if it can be confined to the purchafe of 
tickets, and to thofe clailes who are opulent among the mid- 
dling and nigher ranks of the people, who, upon the abolition 
of the lottery, could not be rettrained from {quandering their 
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ney in another way, where the ftate would derive no 
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The lottery, on the plan on which it is at prefent conducted, 
is certainly an evil of the utmoft magnitude, and perhaps 
one of the greateft ourferies of crimes that ever exilted in any 

country, At the clofe of the En; glith lottery drawn in 1796, 
the civil power was trampled upon and put to defiance ina 
moft alarming and fhameful manner, difyraceful to the police 
of the metropolis. It arofe from a preconcerted plan, formed 
and executed by a fet of mifcreants, compofed chicfly of the 
more opulent part of the fraudulent infurers, for the purpofe of 
alarming and terrifying thofe officers of juftice (with whom, 
by pecuniary gratuities, they could not previoufly make their 
peace), by the threatenings of hired rufians and bludgeon men, 
whom they employed om furnithed with arms to refit the 
civil authority, and even to commit murder, if attempts 
fhould be made to execute the warrants of the magiftrates. 

Such isthe alarming height to which the audacity of thefe 
cheats and fwindlers has gone. 

Their profits were {aid to be immenfe beyond a!] former 
example, during the lottery drawn in fpring, 1799, and of 
courfe, the poor were never in a greater degree plundered. 

At no period will there be fo much occaiton for the exertions 
of the magiftracy, as during the Englila lottery drawn’ ia 
1397: But | by this energy, oppofed as it will be, by a fyitem 
bow of corruption and of force unexampl-d ia former times, 
no proper check can be given, until, = new legiflatiwe regulas 





tious, fome more effectual remedy is applicd. 


GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
’ . ’ 
for MARCH, 1797. 
FRANCE, 
ete grand object that has for fome time occupied, and fill 
occupies the French nation, is the electien of a third 
putof the leg flature. France,atthe prefeat moment, may 
be divided into three parties: The Royaltits, the Jacobins, 
ani the ittends of tue prefent government. There are tew 
fo fanguine in their expectations as to hope for the rettoration 
of the French monarchy, in the perfon ef Lewis XVIIL. or 
that willy for its reftoration, without certain limitations of 


seltrictions, fimilar to thole which were impofed on out 
Chasies 
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Charles I]. But there are not a few who with for one chief, 
inftead of what they confider a ferocious, corrupt, and venal 


Directory, uniting the harfhnefs of democracy with the rapa- 
city of precarious and tranfitory power; and fuch a chief 
they think might be feund, or formed, among the young fons 
>of the branches of the houfe of Bourbon, the-Prince 

in, or other Princes, as might be 
gard to liberty, -and willing to 
“this is agreeable to the ufual 


of fon: 
of Conde, the King of 
trained up in fenti ments of 5 
accept a limited crown, Al 
conduct of nations, in the choice of Kings, and particularly 
to that of the Englith nation, en the fightot James I]. The 
Jacobins, though over-powered by the reeaction of that {pirit 
of atrocity which ruled the French for fix months with a 
whip of fcorpions, are neverthelefs, actuated with all their 
wonted fanaticifm, and inflamed, as ufual among fe¢tarics of 
all kinds, whether religious, or political, by a greater animofity 
towards the party nearer, than to that more remote from their 
own way of thinking. It is even faid, that there is a tendency 
in thofe violent democrats to coalefce with the Royalifts, rather 
than to endure the afcendancy of their immediate rivals, the 
friends of the prefent government, who confift of all em- 
ployed in the various ramifications of government, civil, 
judicial, and military, from the centre of Paris to the extre~ 
inities of the empire; a!l who have purchafed the eftates of 
he emigrants and of the church; and all the new proprictors 


iia 


of every kind, whether they hold land, houfes, alfgnats, or 
perfonal bonds or obligations. 


i 
The executive government have fent letters to all the des 

partments, cautioning them againit the Royalifts, on the one 

hand, and the Jacobins, vhom they call terrorifts, on the other : 
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different departments, feems t cturn to fentiments 
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the French, and particularly the French infidels; and the 
throne of Spainis occupied by the fecond branch of the houfe 
of Bourbon 3 a branch which, in 1792, manifefted an anxious 
folicitude tor the life of Lewis XVI. yet the King and people 
of Spain are leagued with the regicides againft the Auftrians 
and Englith, Undoubtedly the advantage muft be great 
which feduces them into fo ftrange a firuation! By no means. 
They get nothing but hard blows from the Britifh navy, 
The glorious victory gained over their fleet by Sir John Jervis 
was {oon followed by the lofs or deftrution of three or four 
more of their fhips,; and the seduction of the ifland of St. 
Trinidad. 


WES T-INDIES. 

The importance of the Weft-Indies to the trade of Europe, 
by the articles they produce, and the excitement they occafion 
in the manufacturing world, is greater, perhaps, than even that 
of the Eaft Indies. The Freach revolution has infli@ed a 
deep wound to the trade with thofe fettlements, by throwing 
the greater part of St. Domingo into the hands of the Negroes, 
and by a fwarm of privateers that harrafs the commerce not 
only of England, but allo of the Americans and all neutral 
nations 

A very refpe€table individual, a friend of mankind*, pro 
poles to the European fovereigns of thofe iflands, to keep them 
entirely out of the vortex of war, and to make their fecurity 
and peace a common caufe; without which they mutt, to each 
power, and tothe waole, be ultimately loft, This is a ge- 
nerous and wile plan: “hough we hefitate as to the propriety 
of leaving their internal government wholly in the hands of 
pfivate proprictors, wao, we fear, would not foon be inclined to 
emancipate their flaves, however fit for freedom they might be 
rendered by the gradual influence of moral or religious edu- 
cation ; we greatly approve the plan, as far as an underftand- 
ing and co-operation of the fovereign European powers is ia 
quettion, Could fuch a confederation be formed, refpecting 
the Weit-Indies, it would be but one ftep more to eftablifa 
peace, and a permanent peace, on the grand bafis of a come 
mon intereft, in Europe, and every quarter of the world. 


3 & & YF 
Buonaparte has with equal piety and prudence made peace 
with the Pope; but he has flripped him of a fourth part of 
his 
* M. de Malouct. 
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his territories, and added it to the Cifpadoman republic. He 
returns northward to meet the Archduke Charles at the head 
of a ftrong Auftrian army on the frontiers of Italy and Gere 
many. The army of Buonaparte, like that of Hannibal in 
Italy, fupports itfelf, This is, no doubt, confidered by the 
French as a happy circumftance. Yet it muft bea matter of 
fome uneafincfs to the Directory, that fo great and victorious 
an army depends not on the refources of France, but on the 
conqueror and the conqueits of another country. 


GERMAN Y. 


The King of Pruffia, on the pretence of protecting the 
neutral Princes, moves with a force 60,000 ftrong, to the 
banks of the Rhine. Itis generally fuppofed, that his obje& 
is toreduce Weftphalia, and to extend his afcendancy from 
the Viftula to the Rhine, over the northern divifion of Gere 
many. There is a divifion in the family of the Stadtholder,— 
One of the young Princes, without the confent or knowledge 
of the King of Pruffia, went to ferve in the Auftrian army. 
Itis thought, that the King, abandoning the genera! interefts 
of the Stadtholder, will be concerned only for his fon-in-law, 
the Hereditary Prince, for whom it is imagined he will obtain 
fome princely eftablifhment adjoining to Naflau, in Germany. 
Perhaps it might be poflible, by another fubfidy, to turn the 
arms of this political weathercock againft the republic. If 
fuch a meature fhall be thought of, it will be prudent to ftipu- 
late, that he fhall not receive his payment until he accomplifh 
his work. 

R US SI A. 

The Emperor of Ruffia, it is faid, fhows a difpofition to 
become a mediator for peace between the Auftrians and 
Pruffians, and is even ambitious of being the arbiter of a ge= 
neral peace in Europe. The politics of this Prince, between 
whom and his poor unfortunate father there are feveral {trong 
points of refemblance, appear to us, we confefs, inexplicable. 
Why does he not carry into effec the plan of his illuftrious 
mother? Will the Emperor of Ruilia permit the immoderate 
agerandizement of the friends of the Turks and Swedes, and 
the patrons of revolutionin Poland? The French have begun 
to harrafs the trade of the Danes and Swedes, as well as of the 
Americans. Ought not this, and will it not, ultimately unite the 
flags of thofe nations with thofe of England? Will not the Ame- 
ricans, loaded as they are by the injuries of the French, feize 
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the prefent opportunity of falling on their allies, the poor 
Spaniards ? 


GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND. 


The prefent month is eminently chequered by events fortue 
nate and unfortunate : Among the former the victories of Sir 
John Jervis, and Admiral Harvey, are pre-eminent; among 
the latter, the tumults in the north of Ireland, and the run on 
the Bank, which occafioned a fufpenfion of payment in fpecie. 
Itis the bufinefs of the legiflature to apply remedies, to 
both of thefe evils; and in order to apply remedies it is 
proper to inveftigate the caufes of the evils. ‘The Irith 
Catholics claim the privilege of being ele&ted, as well as of 
electing members of the Irifh Pazliament; the Prefbyterians, 
and other diflenters in Ulfter, an equal reprefentation of. the 
people. ‘ There are confequences,” it is faid, * juftly to 
be apprehended from both of thefe meafures, efpecially at this 
time. One conceflion, extorted by threats, produces another: 
The fury of the people is awakened by new hopes ; and all 
things are at Jaft involved in confufion, rapine, and blood 
fhed.” On the other hand, it is urged, * that the people 
never run the rifk of civil commotion, without too good caufe; 
and that every wile govetament maintains tranquillity by 
preventing all juft grounds of difcontent, or by pailiating, if 
not wholly removing them. The foil of Ireland is uncom 
monly fertile, and its harbours, bays, rivers, and advanced fitua- 
tion in the ocean, adapt the ifland, in a very extraordinary 
degree, for commerce. If the inhabitants of fuch a country 
be unhappy, it muft be owing, not to phyfical caufes, but to 
moral, and (uch, of courfe,as may be removed by govern- 
ment. “ ‘True,’ "it is replied, “ | but not fuddenly, all at 
once, and particularly at this time. 

There wasa proverb ithinnae certain politicians of the old 
{chool, which appears to us to be profoundly wife, although it 
was not unfrequent in the mouths of Frenchmen, Pour le 
peuple: Ni tort, ni grac *, Ie will be faid, they claim not 
favour but right. We fhall not difpute this: But only ob- 
ferve, that evena right founded on mental ab{traction, and not 
realized, when ceded to importunity, and armed importunity, is 
to be confidered in fact, as a fay bial W hat then? Is it 
either found policy, or found morality, that thofe ia authority 
fhould not do all the good in their power to thole over whom, 
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«¢ With regard to the people, neither do them an injury, nor 
grant them a favour.” 
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by the providence of the common parent, they are placed? 
God forbid ! But, let all good a&s flow from the hands of 
government free, unconftrained, unfolicited. Wile and be- 
nevolent rulers, keeping a fteady eye on the fituation, the 
habits, and the progrefs of fentiment and opinion among a 
people, prevent difcontents by anticipating their wants. 

There has, in truth, been a great deal, very juftly, and pru- 
dently, conceded to the Irifh in the courfe of the prefent reign: 
Nor is it fit that any thing fhould be withheld from them that 
free men ought to poflefs, and that a legiflature, concerned for 
the peace and profperity of the whole empire, and duly atten 
tive to times and circum{tances, ought to grant. Yet we may 
be permitted to fay, that there is a livelinefs, and a degree of 
turbulence in certain clafles among our Irifh coufins, that finds 
greater fatisfaction in contending tor commercial and other ad= 
vantages, than in quietly enjoyingthem. The claims of the 
Catholics and Prefbyterians may not be rejected, but perhaps 
putoff alittle longer, But there is one cla{s, and that, un- 
fortunatcly, by far the moft numerous, whole diftrefs calls 
loudly for immediate relief: The poor peafantry, the actual 
cultivators of the foil, who are in a condition little better than 
that of the predial flaves; and all whofe misfortunes are 
owing to the non-refidence of the great landholders, and the 
cuftom of letting, and fubletting land, again and again, until 
the poor man, who is obliged to have a potatoe garden, and if 
poffible an acre or two of land, to feed a cow, pays at the rate 
of four, five, and fix pounds an acre, while the real proprictor 
receives no more perhaps than two, or even one. ‘The ex~ 
ceflive monopolization of land is the great {pring of miferv 
among the labouring poor in England, Scotland, and above alf 
in Ireland. ‘There is little more to be done in order to reftore 
thefe realms to profperity and plenty, under all our lofles and 
difafters, than to quath entails and exceflive monopolization of 
land, to open the {oilio honeft induftry, and reftore mankind to 
their original deftination. There would then be no need of 
boards of agriculture. The fecure poflefion of a peculium, 
though but {mall, would animate invention as well as labour. 
It is the nature of boards of all kinds to make a great deal of 
fiddle faddle and parade; Butit is individual exertion, roufed 
and fupported by the profpect of individual advantage, that 
makes a nation populous, great, and happy. 

The genius, perfeverauce, and we may add courage, with 
which Lord Moira contends for the relict of poor, unfortunate 
(not fraudulent) debtors, againit the calloufnels of habit, the 
3A2 force 
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force of prejudice, and the chicanery of lawyers, are at leat 
a great honour to himfelf, and afford to mankind the confola- 
tion of being convinced that there are men difintereftedly good, 
But to refcue the great body of the people from predial flavery, 
and open up to every induftriousperfon a hope of being able, 
after faving a fmall ftock, to become a cultivator on his own 
account: This would be a bleffing {till more extenfive in re- 
gard to individuals, and moreimportant in refpeét to the con- 
cerns of the nation, Toreftore poor ftarved mortals from 
menial fervice to the independent cultivation of the foodful 
earth, would be to reftore mankind to the Garden of Eden: 
From which the Devil has been too fucce(sful in feducing 
them into great cities, as well as navies and armies. To 
break in pieces entails and monopolizations of land, is a grand 
and good defign; and this defign we moft earneftly recom- 
mend tothe noble perfon juft mentioned. There are many 
orators forward enough to ftand up for political and religious 
parties; and fome are very anxious about the payment of the 
public debts, who never dream of paying their own, fo long as 
they can evade them either by practifing on the minds of 
honeft people, or by privilege of Parliament. He engages 
every heart, and is well entitled to all our confidence, who, 
while he is juft and generous in private life, deems ithis public 
duty to plead the caufe of clients who can make him no 
return; of the opprefled and poor who have none to help 
them. 

Where a national bank ftops payment ina defpotic country, 
there is ground for alarm, or rather for defpair: Becaufe there 
is none whocan fay to the defpot “* What doit thou?” No 
third party to whom to appeal. If a national bank, or one 
under the influence and controul of government ftop payment 
in a free country, an inquiry, if not offered, may be demanded: 
An appeal may be made to athird party : To that juftice and 
good faith, and that regard tothe maintenance of public credit, 
which, in the prefent age, conftitute the {pirit, and the ftrength 
of free government. Whatever may be thought of the 
caufes that rendered the interference of the Privy Council 
in the affairs of the Bank necefflary, there are few who will 
affirm, that this interference was not prudent and indifpeniable. 
They faidno more than this— Check a precipitation which 
may convert an imaginary into a real danger. Have patience 
for a limited and litile time, and of the refponfibility of the 
Bank you fhall be fully fatisfed,” a prediction which we 
heartily with to ice verified, 

PresENT 
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Present STATE of the FINANCES of GREAT- 


BRITAIN. 


ie appears by the firft report of the Secret Committze to 
the Houfe of Commons, that the total amount of the pub- 
lic debts, as they ftood upon the 5th day of January, 1793, ap- 


And the total of the annual interett 
and charge of the public funded debe at 
that period, amounted to 

And it appears, that the total amount 
of the public debts, created between the 
gth of January, 1793, and the 5th of 
January, 1797, was in funded capital 

And the annual intereft and charges 
upon the above increafe of debt was 

And the total annual intereft and 
charges of the public funded debt was 

Tothis is to be added the 1,000,000]. 
iffued to the Commiffioners for liqui- 
dating the debt, and the 11. per cent. for 
the redu@tion on every new loan, amount- 
ing to 

The intereft on the ftock created by 
funding navy, &c. bills, the intereft on 
the laft loan, the 11. per cent. on it, and 
the additional charges of management, 
amount altogether to 


£-238,231,248 5 


9)325,866 4 


88,840,122 
3,181,623 


12,507,489 


T)9259159 


2,151,250 


24 

aT 

Jt 
14 90 
13 8 
17 11j 
19 4 
I 90 





Confequently, in our prefent ftate, we muft of neceffity raife 
annually upwards of fixteen millions and a half fterling, for 
the intercft, management, and gradual extin&tion of our debt 
alone, betides providing for our army, navy, and civil efta- 


blifhment, viz. the fum of £.16,581,894 18 3} 





SKETCH of an ECCENTRIC CHARACTER, 


OHN Kilburn, a perfon well known to many gentlemen 
of the turf, asa lift-feller, and attendant in the ftables at 
moft of the races in the kingdom, died lately in very reduced 
circumftances at a public-houfe at Water-Newton, in Hunt- 
ingdonfhire.x—He had undergone vasious viciflitudes in life 


had 
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had been a horfe dealer of fome eminence, and in that line 
travelled into France, and other foreign parts. Returning to 
England poor, he entered into feveral militias, and. was at one 
time Serjeant in the Huntingdonfhire ; but his predileCion 
for horfes and the turf, occafioned his getting rid of that fitua- 
tion. At a town in Becfordfhire, {ome years ago, he was, 
according to the turf phrafe, quite broke down! It was in 
harvett, the week before Richmond races, near which place 
he was born, and to reach there in time, he hit on the followe 
ing expedient: He applied toa blackimith of his acquain- 
tance to ftamp on a padlock, the words “ Richmond Gaol;” 
which, with a chain, was fixed to one of his legs, and he com- 
pofedly went into a corn-field to fleep. As he expected, he 
was foon apprehended, and taken before a magiftrate, who, 
after fome Ditenition, ordered two contta! tog to guard him 
in a carriage to Richmond, no time being to be loft, Kilburn 
faying he had not been tricd, and hoped they would not let him 
Jay ull another affize. ‘The conftables, on their arrival at 
the gaol, accuited the keeper with, * Sir, do you know this 
man?” & Yes, very well; it’s Kilburn; I have known him 
many years.” ‘* We fuppofe he has broke out of your gaol, 
as he has a chain and padlock on his leg with your matk ; is 
he not a prifoner ?”—=** A prifoner! I never heard any harm 
of him in my life ;’——** Nor,” fays Kilburn, “ have thefe 

gentlemen, Sir; they have been fo good as to bring me home 
out of Bedfordthire, and now | will not give them any further 
trouble.’’—The diltance he thus travelled was about ove hun- 
dred and feventy miles. 





NATURAL HISTORY of the FOP. 
ge ie fop, or petit maitre of the French naturalifts, is an 


animal which does not appear to be a native of this 
country, although it now abounds with them. As far asI can 
trace its hiftory, it has migrated from France, probably a great 
many years ago, and is, 1 am told, to be feen in moit countries 
in Europe; but the fpecies has increafed here far more than in 
any other. ‘This is not difficult to account for, when we con- 
fider that it is an animal which avoids all places of danger, and 
has a particular averfion to the noife of guns and the {ineil of 
guopowder, Its attachment, therefore, to this country, which 
has not for many years been the theatre of war, may be eafily 
accounted for. ‘The fame principle in its nature leads it ta 
9 avoig 
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avoid exceflive heat and cold, and therefore it. increafes moft 
in large towns, where the degrees of heat and cold may be 
moderated by artificial means. 

This animal has fome refemblance, though rather faint, to 
the human fhape, butits legs are longer, and its general figure 
far more flim and taper, rifing cradually to its “head, which 
very feldom refembles that of ‘the human, the neck and throat 
being a continuation of the breaft, into which the head is in- 
ferted as a ball into a focket. Irs voice is fhrill and icarcely 
articulate, but its motes are fo well known as fcarcely to de 
ceive any body. It is perfectly harmlefs, unlefs by the difa- 
greeable noife it makes even in the wildeft ftate, and when 
troublefome by its cries and gabbling, may be quicted in a 
moment by the fight of a cane. It abounds, however, in 
tricks and mifchief, like the apes, which fometimes frighten 
women and children, but it has none of the docility of the ape, 
norof its cunning. It feeds very gently, avoiding ftrong food 
and liquors, and living moftly on flops and little things, which 
it picks upat everytable. Why it has been fo long dometti- 
cated, I know not, probably from fympathy with its helplefs 
fituation; but there are few families of rank or opulence 
without one of them; and even the lower orders have a {pus 
rious breed, which I at firft took for a diftinct fpecies, but 
upon a clofer examination found to be only a battard kind, 
differing principally in its coat, and having lefs of the yellow 
ftuff in its pouch than the others. This yellow ftuff has 
puzzled me much; it is not the produce of its food, nor does 
it feem to collect it; and where it comes from | never could, 
or but feldom, difcover, The animal, however, places no 
value on it, throwing it about in the mott wanton manner, 

This animal is not long lived; whether the foil which pro 
duces it is not fufficient to provide for it in mature age, as the 
foil of France ufed to, do, even to longevity, 1 am not able to 
determine, but it either dies avout the age of four or five and 
twenty, or degenerates into an animal of a very different fpe- 
cies, called a floven, on which change it lofes all its former 
characteriftics. Ithas been faid that the women ere hs fond 
of the fop, and even admit him to their toilets, but this i hope 
is untrue. 

There is one very great fingularity about this ait Se 
is its fondnefs for bein g in ploces of public amufement ; but 


i 
this is not a mark of its curiolity or tafte, for it never bene 


to attend to any thing but itfelf, and if it meets with one of 
Us own {pecies, they chatter and gabble fo loud and offen 
fively, 
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fively, that it is often neceffary to turn them out, which is 
never a matter of great difficulty, as the fight of a cudgel or 
whip would difperfe a whole herd of them. 

There is perhaps a yet greater fingularity in this animal, 
which is, that it never breeds. I have never feen any but 
males, a circumitance I am utterly at a lofs to account for, 
unlefs by fuppofing that it is like the mule, an animal produced 
by two different animals, and different from both. Some very 
able naturalifts pretend, indeed, to have difcovered female fops, 
but they are obvioufly of another clafs. 

It is to be obferved, that fince the number of fops increafed 
in this country, they have come much fooner to perfection than 
they did fome years ago. It is not uncommon now to-fee a 
perfect fop at the age of fourteen or fifteen, and as wild and 
mifchievous as they formerly were at twenty. This we ought 
not to be very much furprifed at, becaufe little or no pains 
feems now taken to curb them, and without that they naturally 
acquire a greater degree of wildnefs, even fometimes ape 
proaching to ferocity. When this occurs, I have always found 
that they were degenerating, for a real fop is at all times cowe 
ardly, and mifchievous only by tricks and .fports, which do 
more harm to itfelf than to its keepers, uolefs they let it loofe 
at improper times. Generally it is good-humoured, though 
its grin is very frightful. 

I have diffe€ted fome of thefe animals, but without obferv- 
ing any remarkable appearances. In all of them, there were 
very few byains, and little or no heart ; circumftances which 
eafily account for their f{trange habits and tricks. 





REFLECTIONS. 
Wick of the two doth Heaven behold with the moft 


complacency—the rich man, who is beneficent to the 
poor, or the poor maa, who envies not the rich? 

The moft virtuous, among thofe that are called the great, is 
he who delights in the fociety of the wife and good, The 
moft depraved charaGter, among thofe that are called philoios 
phers, who cultivates only the friendfhip of the great. 

Woe to the nation in which the young people have already 
the vices of the aged, and in which the aged itill retain all the 
irregularities of youth. 

‘Lhe porter at the door of a fot may always fay, with truth, 
“ There is nobody at home,” 


RULES 
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RULES for the PRESERVATION of the EYES. 
R. ADAMS, in his very ufeful Effay on Vifion, has gi- 


ven fome rules for the prefervation of the fight, which, 
for the benefit of me {tudious reader, we fhall here infert. 

I, ee ever fit for any length of timein abfolute gloom, or 
expofed to a large blase of light. From this rule may be de- 
duced the impropriety of going haftily from one extreme to the 
other, whether of darkneis or of light; and it may be in- 
ferred, that a fouthern afpect is improper for thofe whofe fight 
is weak and tender. 

II. Avoid reading a {mall print. 

III. Do not read in the dark; nor, if the eyes are difor- 
dered, by candle light. 

iV. The eye thould not be permitted to dweil on glaring 
objects, more particularly on the firft waking in the morning. 

V. The long-fighted thould accuftom themfelves to read 
with rather lefs light, and fomewhat nearer to the eye than 
ulual; while thofe who are fhort-fighted fhould ufe themlelves 
to read with the book as far off as poflible. 


Anfwer, by Neddy, of Honiton, to T. Pafmore’s Enigma, inferted 
January 16. 


STOOL is oft moft ufeful foun4, 
When firmly fix’d upon the ground, 

j*]) We have received the like anfwer from J. Vigurs, of 
Truro; Oedipus, of Yeovil; P. P. of Theatre-lane, bxeter; 
W, Rennel, of Barn tap le; W. Bick ham, junior, of Aihe 
burton; A. R. of his Majefty’s fhip Defiance; J. Coles, jue 
nior, of Crediton; and J. Willia ms junior, of Plymouth. 








Anfwer, by P. Po of Theatre-lane, Excter, to P. Gove’s Cha- 
rade, inferted fanuary 236 


HE flowery fpring’s enameil’d {cene, 
With ple »alure we furvey, 
When nature, clad in lively Green, 
Appears in bright array. 
That joyful time is near at hand, 


M. ay it each blefling bring ! 
Vou, XX1X, 38 May 
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May peace and plenty crown our Land, 
With the enfuing fpring ! 


Then fhall our feamen, void of fear, 
Go hunt the watery main 

At GREENLAND whales; then dart the fpear, 
Exulting o’er their flain. 


But fhould fierce Boreas loudly blow, 
And Neptune fhake his power ; 
What they muft feel, they only know, 

In fuch a dreadful hour. 


Yet theuld fome happy port appear, 
Or heaven-born calm enfue, 

They’ll cheerly go another year, 
And toil for me or you, 


t*{ We have received the like anfwer from a South Pe- 
thertonian; W. Hoare, and J. Gidley, of Dean Prior ; Tho- 
mas Whicker, of Exeter; William Rennels, of Barnftaple ; 
W. Bickham, junior, of Afhburton; J. Commins, of Tavif- 
ftock ; W. Hole, of Sidmouth; C. Collins, of Chard; Wil- 
liam Maddick, of Rattery; Oedipus, of Yeovil; J. Coles, 
junior; and A. B,C. near Totnes. 





4 CHARADE, by Walter Bickham, Funior, of Afbburton, 
HEN the bright trav’ller of the fkies 


Surveys the fouthern pole, 
E’en where the ftormy feas arife, 
And thund’ring billows roll ; 


Amazing fcene! what exhalations 
Hither by my firfi are brought; 
Which arouze the circling nations, 
And prevent an earthly drought; 


When fprings and fountains are fupply"J, 
Rivers and purling flreams, 

Rapidly round my next doth glide, 
Without delay it feems, 


Pray join thefe parts, and they’ll produce, 
What alters much its mood; 
And roves fubfervient to our ulc, 


And helps prepare our food, 
6 POETRY. 
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For the Weexty ENTERTAINER? 
ODE vo LIBERTY. 


LS from the regions of the fky, 
Thy vaft, empyreal throne, 
Oh heavenly nymph! Sweet liberty! 
And hear the heart-rent groan ; 
Which the poor Negro from his breaft, 
Devoid of mild content or reft, 
Pours with a figh and earneft prayer, 
To be releas’d from life, and allits ufelefs care, 


Thy influence o’er the world extends, 
And not to one fole {fpot, 

Bot all the human race befriends, 
And cheers their helplefs lot; 

For we are fellow-brethren all, 

Of nature we obey the call, 

We all one common father own, 


And hold our welfare here, and life, from him alone. 


Oh! fill prote& thy favour’d ifle, 
Britannia! ocean’s queen ; 
And let a heavenly, gracious {mile, 
On thy fmooth cheek be feen, 
When thou behold’ ft her fons, renown’d, 
Sailing the fpacious globe around, 
And braving the tempeituous fea, 
To bid the nations round efteem and value thee ! 


We, Britons! claim thy conftant care, 
For we are ever free! 

And we the frowns of war will dare, 
For thee, oh liberty ! 

Oh! then, proteét usin return, 

From thofe who with fell envy burn, 
And with to fubjugate a land, 


Form’d the whole world to awe, and juftly to command. 


Taviftock Literary Club, March 2, 1797. 
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Th fun was finking in the weft ; - 
The grove in burnifh’d gold was dreis’d 5 
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Soft zephyrs lightly fann’d the breeze, 
That wanton {ported through the trees ; 
The moon, in majeity ferene, 

Smil’d on the beauties of the fcene ; 
The feather'd fongfter, in his nett, 
Enjoy’d the balmy {weets of reft. 

And nature might be faid, to fleep 
Beneath the caverns of the deep. 


ee ——— — = —_ — - -_—— ——-—__——___- 


STANZAS to ROSA BELLA BIANCA, on Ser BIRTH-DAY. 


By J. THetwatt, 


LOSSOM of vernal fweetnefs, Morin’ rofe ! 

Once more I tune the long- neglected lay, 
Zo hail the fun, whofe fav’ring beams difclofe 
"ia roving beauties with this genial day. 


Propitious. day! ftill as the circlir ig year 
Re ne ws its courfe, may ft thou, t each return, 
Veil’d in frefh thow’rs 0 f op’ning blifs appear, 
While heaith’s gay fires with p ‘urer ardour burn! 


And may the k oves and graces ftill, as now, 
Play round her form, an d fluth her artlefs cheek ; 
While tafe and virtue crown the p lift d brow, 
And through her eyes the ni nies feelings fpeak ! 


The while fome youth, by nature’s partial love, 
Form’d in the mould of genius, worth, and fenfe, 
In early prime her virgin heart fhall move, 
And Hymen’s torch its brighteft ray difpenfe. 


So fhall the charms on her fair form imprefs’d 
Enhance her blifs, and every tender figh 
That hes wes the foftnefs of Bianca’s breatt, 
Be but the herald of approaching joy ! 


Thus d Joes, fweet maid! the flrainof friendthip flow, 
Gild ing thy ¢ fate in colours of the morn 5 

A ipring-tide lif e, unc hill’d by wintry woe— 
Day without cloud—a rofe without a thora ! 


’ewill not be: Some dregs of envious care 

- life’ sincon; gruous cup the fates will fling ; 
Beauty and wo rth the bitter draught mutt fhare, 
And wifdom’s felf fhall drink at iorrow’s ipring 


Be theneach cloud that glooms life’s fickle day, 
Like tranfient how’ . that fre! h’ ning tweets difpenfe, 
And each alluring bloffow fnatch’d aways 


Replace with fruits of virtue and of feale ! 
Auguft 3, 1796. 
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